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What would the world look like if everybody had everything they wanted or needed?
Trekonomics, the premier book in financial journalist Felix Salmon's imprint PiperText,
approaches scarcity economics by coming at it backward - through thinking about a universe
where scarcity does not exist. Delving deep into the details and intricacies of 24th-century
society, Trekonomics explores post-scarcity and whether we, as humans, are equipped for it.
What are the prospects of automation and artificial intelligence? Is there really no money in Star
Trek? Is Trekonomics at all possible?

About the AuthorF. Robert JacobsProfessor Emeritus of Operation and Decision Technologies,
Kelly School of Business, Indiana UniversityProfessor Jacobs is the author of three textbooks for
McGraw-Hill including Operations and Supply Chain Management, Operations and Supply
Management-The Core, and Manufacturing Planning and Control for Supply Chain
Management. His PhD is from The Ohio State University and was at Indiana University for over
30 years. He taught in the PhD, MBA and undergraduate programs at the school. He recently
has taught in programs in Germany and Croatia.He is past president of the Decision Sciences
Institute and has served on the Board of Directors of APICS - The Association for Operations
Management. Over the years he has won many awards for innovation and teaching excellence. 
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Jon, “Sky Shouldn't be Limit. Trekonomics is well-written and, at times, thought provoking. If
you’re the sort of person who has pondered the economics of Star Trek, then you’re probably as
relieved as me that you’re not alone and should just go ahead and read the book.I agree with
others' comments that the books insightful moments are balanced by superficial treatment of
several key issues. We make generous allowances for hand-waving on the technical side, so I
think there's some room in this area too. Even so, I think the author should have spent more time
on the role of private property in trekonomics.Take the Picard estate, a family vineyard that’s
been passed down for hundreds of years. Earth is covered in rival, excludable real estate - and is
now seemly bereft of any market mechanisms to tax or transfer this property. Can that be?
Freezing ownership when money was abandoned, permanently securing landowners’ positions,
would seem to contradict the 23rd century’s egalitarian economic ethos.But that’s just a notion.
My main problem is with views expressed when describing the prospect for trekonomics in the
real world. The author writes: 'Enough already with the space colonization nonsense! If anything
it is an expression of defeatism. It implies that this is not working out, “this” being Earth and the
humans who live on it. It is an old pioneering fantasy. Let us build some kind of galactic
Mayflower and leave this wretched and sinful place. It is as facile as it is misguided.'Mr. Saadia
believes that, "Humanity needs to be exponentially richer in order to embark on such an
undertaking,” and money spent on space exploration would be better used to improve the lives
of people on Earth. I share his hopes that the day will come, but waiting for all of humanity’s
problems and inequities to be resolved seems like an iffy strategy.His heart is in a good place,
but he’s missing the big picture: What use is evenly distributed wealth if everyone’s dead? I’m
not crying doomsday, but his claims that our world will be perfectly inhabitable forever, or that we
won't run out of room for everyone, are very risky assumptions. Our entire existence, the whole
future of our species, is currently confined to a tiny mote in the sky, an infinitesimal basket for all
of our eggs - and it's getting more crowded every day.Expanding off Earth will be the single most
important thing our species does. We have not yet differentiated ourselves from the dinosaurs -
that only comes when we've used our technology to make us truly safe from nature. Despite
having figured out the basics, we neglect pursuits to move off world. Why gamble with our
future? Humanity will be at risk of extinction until our first self-sustaining, self-replicating space
settlement has done so.”

J. Edgar Mihelic, MA, MA, MBA, “Post-Scarcity Thinking in the Real World. Saadia’s
“Trekonomics” is one of the most interesting books I have read in a while. I like it because it give
context to the post scarcity economics that we are facing through something that is culturally
familiar – the world Gene Roddenberry created and that was extended off of his work in the
world of Star Trek. It is almost as if it already happened, though we know the world of Trek to be
in the future.That’s not entirely true. There is much of the world of Trek that is left out. The original



series gets short shrift, as do the more recent movies. The focus in this book is that world of the
next generation and deep space nine. Not that any of that matters for me. I am personally a nerd
of the type that demographically missed out Trek. When I was a kid, the original series was old
news, and the TNG was out but it was weird because though there were new episodes, they
would appear sporadically – sometimes showing on some later in the dial channel too late at
night. When I caught them, there was no sense of any continuity within the series. Missing out
then meant that the later shows that had better network backing also missed my interest
because there was so much backstory I missed I didn’t feel like getting back into the mythos.
(Also why the only comic books I ever really got into were Archie – no real continuity needed
there).Ultimately, none of that matters. You can read and enjoy Trekonomics as I did even with
minimal background because there is a lot of Trek that is part of the cultural currency that comes
with growing up connected to pop culture in the western world that it is just part of the air you
breathe. For example, I have never seen any of the Godfather movies, in spite of living with an
Italian guy who wished he was mobbed up, but I bet that if I sat down and watched them, there
would be very few surprises for me. So there is the cultural currency, and then there is the part
where Saadia takes the world and uses it to leverage thought on what a world will look like when
there is abundance for all.Overall, it works very well, but I cannot think of many analogues to
compare the book to. When I was reading it, it made me think of the academic papers in the
humanities – where the paper is basically using a text and some sort of philosophy to better
understand both (at the best of the papers) or just using a philosophy to try to explicate a text.
However, this is different because the text in this case is the economics and the philosophy is
that of Trek – more or less an inversion of the standard practice.Post scarcity in the Trek world is
defined by the replicator – it makes its first appearance in TNG, so that is why the focus is on
that series for the book. Saadia is much more of a techno-optimist than I am, because even
though he addresses it in the book, I feel that the rise of the robots, big data thing that we are
going through right now has better chances of being SkyNet than it does United Federation of
Planets. I could be wrong though, and we have to think of this as a linear process. There is no
one leap from widespread want to universal abundance. It is a linear process, and importantly it
is about distribution of resources more than it is about the absolute availability of resources.
What the world of Trekonomics offers us is a blueprint of something to work towards as
something concrete. There are enough theories and ideologies that exist critiquing the current
order – perhaps the point is not to critique, but to change things. I would say that this book could
help start a conversation about how we get from here to there.”

Richard Mackenzie, “Helped me to believe in the future.. Discusses the economic stage beyond
Universal Basic Income, which is post-money, and a reputation based economy. Has a lot of
interesting perspectives on the Star Trek universe as well (as related to the economics). His
basic premise is that the "Replicator" in ST is a metaphor for automation and AI having
shouldered the burden of supporting humanity, and we turn to either a life of leisure or pursuit of



whatever passion strikes us. The serious and driven among us join StarFleet... I really enjoyed
it, but if you are already a ST nerd there probably won't be much new in the discussion points
regarding the series itself. For UBI fans it will just serve to further excite you about our
(childrens') future. The biggest take-away for me personally is to make me realize I'm being a bit
hypocritical when I speak of wanting there to be more jobs and higher employment. I should be
rooting for zero employment, and the day that automation and AI provide for us to make us truly
free to pursue happiness, not the full employment middle class dream any more for me. Now I
want to be unemployed!  Bring on the robots!  Where's my replicator anyway?”

Chris Skinner, “Brilliant!!!!. An economist by background, Manu provides a very credible analysis
of the economics of the future, based upon the idea of a post-scarcity world as portrayed by Star
Trek. Anyone wondering how robots and AI will change our world, this book will give you the
answers.”

Jeannie, “I really enjoyed this book. As a massive Trekkie, I really enjoyed this book, especially
as it applies Trek economic principles to the real world. I wish there had been more of that and
perhaps less of a focus upon "Trekonomics" in the Star Trek universe, as I think the author
makes some wonderful points about the feasability of this system in the real world, but it would
be difficult to convince non-Trekkies to give this book a chance, as it stands.Nevertheless, a very
enjoyable and interesting read.”

ThF, “Indispensable pour tout geek fan de Star Trek (attention, en anglais). Pour son premier
ouvrage l'auteur Saadia a écrit une déconstruction amusante de l'économie de Star Trek et
comment ils éclairent notre milieu financier et social actuel. Il identifie la caractéristique
essentielle de la Fédération, la société futuriste de la série télévisée, comme étant sa victoire
sur le problème de la rareté. La clé de ceci est le réplicateur, une machine qui peut créer
n'importe quoi, de la nourriture aux armes, à partir de matière pure. En conséquence, les
ressources sont infiniment abondantes, la monnaie a été abolie, et le travail a changé de
quelque chose que les gens font pour survivre en quelque chose que les gens font pour
s'améliorer dans la société et gagner du prestige. La section la plus intéressante du livre
examine les externalités négatives, «le coût d'une activité pour un tiers qui n'est pas impliqué
dans ladite activité», comme en témoigne un épisode de la Fédération imposant des limites aux
voyages plus rapides que la lumière après avoir découvert qu'elle affecte négativement Une
certaine race étrangère. Saadia explique cela comme des sacrifices nécessaires pour stopper le
réchauffement climatique et d'autres menaces environnementales. Comme Star Trek lui-même,
le livre est plus que des vaisseaux spatiaux et des étrangers; Il illumine le présent en montrant
un avenir à atteindre.(Traduit de l'anglais du commentaire éditorial - Barnes&Noble 2016)”

Ebook Library Reader, “Great read - childhood dreams realized. Love this book. I've been



dreaming of understanding the economy behind star wars for the longest time. Saadia does a
pretty great breakdown and even goes as far as listing the episodes where we can see the
economy in action.”

Serges Samson, “Fast delivery, excellent, thanks. Fast delivery, excellent, thanks”

The book by Laura's Cute Planners has a rating of 5 out of 4.3. 167 people have provided
feedback.
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